XVIII.

THE PROCESSION OF  MAY 4,  1789.

TTJ10RTY years before 1789, one of the Ministers
Jj of Foreign Affairs of Louis XV., the Marquis
d'Argenson, wrote these prophetic words: " There pre-
vails a philosophic wind of free and anti-monarchical
government. Possibly the revolution will meet with
less opposition than is expected; it may take place
by acclamation. . . . All classes are discontented at
the same time; a riot may easily grow into a revolt,
and a revolt into a revolution, in which there would
be elected tribunes of the people, comitia, communes.
. . . The whole nation would take fire; and if it
became necessary to assemble the States-General,
these states would not assemble in vain. It will be
well to take care."

It must be said in justice to Marie Antoinette that
she understood that the summoning of the States-
General would be fatal to royalty. On the day when
she learned that Louis XVI. had decided to convoke
them, she happened to be coming from the public
dinner; she detested all the splendor, which was at
once painful to her eyes, and sought refuge in her
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